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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the proceedings of the meeting of the General Assembly of the Council 
held on Monday 15 December 2014. 

 
PRESENT: 
 

 

 

The Mayor Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE 

The Deputy Mayor Councillor I D Armitt JP 
 
 

Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE 
Councillor D J Baker 
Councillor A Bardoe 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor R Bryant 
Councillor J Burrell 
Councillor Mrs S P Butterfill 
Councillor P F Coleman 
Councillor R M Currans 
Councillor P Cutler 
Councillor M J Davis 
Councillor S J Doran 
Councillor D A Hammock 
Councillor J S Hawkes 
Councillor D E Hunnisett 
Councillor K M Kelly 
Councillor P Kelly 
Councillor J A Kite, MBE 
 

Councillor E J Lampkin 
Councillor A R Lloyd 
Councillor T A Maddison 
Councillor A R Martin 
Councillor D J Mote 
Councillor Mrs A Muckle 
Councillor J M Ozog 
Councillor D Page 
Councillor M I Peters 
Councillor G T Prout 
Councillor B E Read 
Councillor Mrs J A Rickwood 
Councillor C M Stafford 
Councillor M J Street 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
Councillor A Wells 
Councillor R J Wells 
 

 
ABSENT: 
 

 

Councillor M J Bryant 
Councillor P J Cannon 
Councillor J A Hayes 
Councillor R S L Perfitt 
Councillor Mrs R L Shanks 
Councillor C J Shippam 
Councillor D Swinerd 
 

 
 

134. PRAYERS: REVEREND MARCEL MCCARRON  
 
The Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Marcel McCarron, led the General Assembly 
in prayer. 
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135. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Bryant, 
Hayes, Perfitt, Mrs Shanks, Shippam and Swinerd.  
 

136. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
The Mayor informed Members that the Managing Director had exercised his 
delegated authority, in consultation with the Monitoring Officer, to grant a 
dispensation to all Parish/Town Councillors to speak and vote on Agenda item 
12 (Financial Contributions to Parish and Town Councils) because otherwise 
so many members of the Council would have a prejudicial interest in the 
matter that it would impede the transaction of business.  
 
 

137. MINUTES  
 
Attention was drawn to the need for a minor correction towards the end of the 
first paragraph on page 5 of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 
2014 where the reference to the “Brent Community Primary School” should 
have read the “Bridge Community Primary School”.    
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the General Assembly of the Council held 
on 6 October 2014 as amended above be confirmed as an accurate record. 
 

138. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Mayor welcomed the newly elected Members for Brent and Littlebrook 
wards, Councillors Rosanna Currans and Daisy Page to the Council and 
made the following announcements: 
 

• Recent events 
 
The Mayor announced that he had attended the launch of the new Arriva 
Sapphire bus and had been very impressed by the facilities on board which 
included free wi-fi. 
 
He attended the 100th birthday celebrations for Albert Bennett, a WWII 
veteran, and also visited Elsie Garlinge who had been taken into hospital on 
the day that he had been due to join her 103rd birthday lunch which had to be 
postponed. She had been in good spirits however and invited him to attend 
her 104th birthday celebrations next year. 
 
The Mayor announced that he had attended the Dartford Lions fireworks night 
which had been well attended with a spectacular display of fireworks and had 
the pleasure of attending the switching on of the Christmas Lights, which were 
also impressive, and of attending the Salvation Army Christmas lunch.  
 
He had the privilege of presenting a certificate to celebrate the 50,000th birth 
at Darenth Valley Hospital.  
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The Mayor had also attended the Remembrance Sunday service which had 
been supported by many service and uniformed groups and several thousand 
members of the public. He thanked everyone involved in organising this 
important annual event which had become bigger each year.  
 

• Opening new businesses and group 
 
The Mayor also announced that he visited a new local business which had 
opened in the former Deloitte building in Stone which had fantastic shared 
business facilities and had also attended the re-opening of Peacocks in the 
Orchard Centre and LAPA Canine & Security a new firm which had opened in 
the Town Centre. He had also had the pleasure of opening a new parent and 
toddler group called Gigglekiz. 
 

• Future events 
 
The Mayor invited Members to support the Greek Taverna night on 14 
January, the paint balling event on 17 January and the function at the Orchard 
Theatre on 28 February in support of the Mayor’s charities. 
 
 
 

139. LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Welcome to Councillors Mrs Currans and Mrs Page 
 
The Leader of the Council welcomed the newly elected Members for Brent 
and Littlebrook wards following the by-elections on 13 November 2014. He 
wished Councillors Mrs Currans and Mrs Page well with their new duties.  
 

• Councillor Peter Cannon 
 
The Leader of the Council announced that Councillor Peter Cannon had 
accepted a politically restricted post with the Corporation of London and would 
be resigning from the Council. He thanked Councillor Cannon for his quiet but 
passionate work on behalf of the people of Dartford and his championing of 
the interests of the Armed Forces which had resulted in the signing of the 
Armed Forces Covenant. 
 

• Recent Events 
 
The Leader announced that he had recently attended the carol concert at the 
Arrow Riding Centre and praised the work of Val and Ken Blake who ran the 
centre. He said that he had found his visit to be emotional and uplifting. 
 
The Leader had also attended the carol concert in Central Park, which this 
year had been themed to commemorate the centenary of the start of World 
War One. This had been very well received and supported. The Leader 
thanked the members of Kent County Council for their support for this event. 
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He had also had the pleasure of attending the switching on of the Christmas 
tree lights at Ingress Park and of seeing Councillor Mote playing the role of 
Father Christmas. 
 
Finally the Leader announced that he had attended a performance of Peter 
Pan at the Orchard Theatre the previous Friday which had been another great 
success and a classic pantomime which was selling out fast. He welcomed 
the planned improvements to the air cooling system and toilets at The 
Orchard and had paid tribute to the support given by Councillor John Muckle 
to the theatre at the post pantomime reception.    
 
 

140. QUESTIONS FROM POLITICAL GROUP LEADERS  
 
The following question was submitted by the Shadow Leader of the Council: 
 
“Following the Council's press release of 13 October re Tesco quoting the 
Leader, can he tell us what contacts he has had with Tesco since  then 
concerning their plans for the redevelopment of Lowfield Street and what was 
the outcome of those discussions?” 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 14 the question and answer, including a  
supplementary question and answer, are recorded in a book kept for this 
purpose in the Members’ area. 
 
 

141. MOTIONS  
 
There were no motions. 
 

142. URGENT ITEMS  
 
The Mayor reported an urgent item of business which advised the General 
Assembly of the Council of delegated action taken by the Strategic Director 
(External Services) under Standing Order 38 to respond to a consultation by 
the Secretary of State by 9 December 2014 which related to information to be 
included in the Environment Statement for the proposed London Paramount 
Entertainment Resort. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the urgent action be noted.  
 

143. COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE  
 
It was moved by Councillor J A Kite, seconded by Councillor A R Lloyd and 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
That in accordance with Standing Order 11 (13) the General Assembly of the 
Council go into Committee and the rules of Procedures for Committees do 
apply. 
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THE LEADER, COUNCILLOR J A KITE MBE IN THE CHAIR 
 
 

144. REFERENCE FROM THE CABINET - 4 DECEMBER 2014 - POLICY ON 
THE DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS AND UNDERUSED LAND AND PROPERTY 
OWNED BY THE COUNCIL  
 
The General Assembly of the Council considered a reference report from the 
Cabinet which met on 4 December 2014 relating to the adoption of the Policy 
on the Disposal of Surplus and Underused Land and Property owned by the 
Council. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That, for the reasons outlined in para 3.5 of the Cabinet report attached at 
Appendix A to the GAC report, the amendment to Standing Order 43 
‘Disposal of Property’ as set out in para 3.5 of the Cabinet report be adopted.   
 

145. REFERENCE FROM THE CABINET - 4 DECEMBER 2014 - LOCAL 
SCHEME OF SUPPORT FOR COUNCIL TAX 2015/16  
 
The General Assembly of the Council considered a reference report from the 
Cabinet which met on 4 December 2014 recommending that the  2014/15 
Council Tax Support Scheme be rolled forward to 2015/16 with  effect from 1 
April 2015. 
 
It was noted that this was the third year that a local scheme of support for 
council tax, replacing former council tax benefit, had been in place and that 
the local scheme was a standard scheme adopted across the whole of Kent. 
Whilst accepting that the local scheme of support was necessary some 
Members expressed their views that the changes to the arrangements for the 
collection of council tax adversely impacted working age claimants 
disproportionately and noted that this was reflected in the lower council tax 
collection rate from those residents who received council tax support. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the 2014/15 Local Scheme of Support for Council Tax be rolled forward 
to 2015/16, with effect from 1 April 2015.  
 

146. REFERENCE FROM THE CABINET - 4 DECEMBER 2014 - CAPITAL 
PROGRAMME BUDGET MONITORING 2014/15 - PROGRESS AND 
PROJECTED OUTTURN  
 
The General Assembly of the Council considered a reference report from the 
Cabinet which met on 4 December 2014. The report had advised of the 
progress made to date on the projects in the approved Capital Budget and the 
latest position in terms of the use of capital resources which included 
improvement works at the Orchard Theatre. The General Assembly of the 
Council was asked to agree an increase to the Capital Budget for 2015/16 of 
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£3.75m in respect of the Fairfield Pool re-development and remedial works to 
Eagles Road Chalk Cliff. 
 
Members welcomed the improvements to the Orchard Theatre which included 
a new air cooling system and improvements to the toilets. A Member 
expressed concern at the increase in the cost of the Fairfield Pool re-
development and sought assurances that the £12m cost would be the final 
figure and would not leave a hole in the Capital budget for next year and also 
asked if there had been any progress on the future management 
arrangements for the Acacia Hall site. 
 
The Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Environment, Leisure and Facilities explained 
that the increase in the cost of the Fairfield Pool re-development had not been 
due to the cost of the proposals but due to the discovery of asbestos on site 
which had been present to a degree which could not have been anticipated 
and which had required costly specialist removal and disposal. The project 
was being operated under the SCAPE framework with the Council’s 
contractors which was a flexible arrangement for the design and construction 
of the Pool. Although the costs had risen the facilities that would be delivered 
would still cost roughly half the cost of a complete new build project. In terms 
of Acacia Hall the problem with securing a partner to manage the operation of 
the site had been largely due to the condition put on the disposal of the site by 
the Government when the Council had taken over the site. This had included 
the provision that any disposal would require the full government grant to be 
repaid. This meant that a lease awarded for longer than seven years would be 
classed as a disposal and leases of a shorter duration were not attractive to 
potential operators. The Government had now agreed to relax this condition 
and formal confirmation was awaited from their solicitor. The ability to have a 
much longer lease was anticipated to generate more interest when the 
operation was tendered in the spring of 2015. Until that time the facilities 
would continue to be managed on a turn-key basis. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the increase of £3.75m to the Capital Budget for 2015/16 be approved.        
 

147. SETTING OF THE COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR THE BOROUGH FOR 
2015/16  
 
The Council was asked to determine the tax base for the Borough for 
2015/16, including those parts relating to Parishes, in accordance with section 
35 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

 That, subject to the matters contained in the report and in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) Regulations 2012 and on the basis 
of the detailed calculations in Appendix A to the report, the amount calculated 
by the Dartford Borough Council as its tax base for the year 2015/16 shall be: 
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For the whole of Dartford Borough:  £33,228.98 
 

For parts of Dartford Borough: 
 

  

Bean Parish  £556.24 
Darenth Parish  £1,476.74 
Longfield and New Barn Parish  £2,448.23 
Southfleet Parish  £565.50 
Stone Parish  £3,651.47 
Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley Parish  £1,437.44 
Swanscombe and Greenhithe Town  £4,518.35 
Wilmington Parish  £2,915.45 
 
 

148. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL'S 
2015/16  
 

The General Assembly of the Council agreed the level of financial 
contributions to be paid to Parish Councils and to Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe Town Council for 2015/16 by way of section 136 funding, 
though the Capacity Building Fund and by way of contributions to 
compensate for lost council tax income in local areas from the Council 
Tax Support scheme.  

 
  RESOLVED: 
 
1. That, subject to para. 2.2. below, the Council, under the provisions of 

Section 136 of the Local Government Act 1972, make the following 
contribution to the expenses of parish and town councils on concurrent 
functions in 2015/16: 

 

£ 

Bean 1,920 

Darenth 4,218 

Longfield 3,529 

Stone  11,960 

Sutton at Hone and Hawley 5,049 

Swanscombe and Greenhithe 15,672 

Wilmington 7,651 
 

 

 
2. That the contributions be made, subject to the parish and town councils 

submitting suitably analysed details of estimated net expenditure for 
the ensuing year, by 31 January each year, and actual net expenditure 
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for the preceding year no later than six months after the end of each 
financial year, in a format prescribed by the Council. 

 
 3. That the payments be made in two equal instalments; the first on 30 

April (or next working day) and the second, the latter of 30 September 
or seven days following receipt of the parish’s 2014/15 accounts, 
certified as correct by the clerk of the parish.  

 
 
       4. That the Council increases the value of the parish and town council 

capacity building fund to £50,000 and invites bids from parish and town 
councils. 

 
      5. That the Managing Director, in consultation with the Leader and Deputy 

leader of the Council be granted delegated authority to agree the 
bidding criteria for the capacity building fund. 

 
       6. That the Council makes the following contribution to parish and town 

councils, being the estimated central government grant received by the 
Council to compensate for lost council tax income in local areas from 
the council tax support scheme: 

 
                                   
                                    
 
                    
 

149. RESULTS OF THE BRENT AND LITTLEBROOK BY-ELECTIONS HELD 
ON 13 NOVEMBER 2014 AND APPOINTMENTS TO VACANCIES ON 
COMMITTEES  
 

The General Assembly of the Council noted the results of the by-elections 
held in Brent and Littlebrook Wards on 13 November 2014 and sought 
nominations to fill the vacancies on committees and other bodies resulting 
from the deaths of Councillors John Muckle and Nancy Wightman. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the results of the by-elections held in Brent and Littlebrook Wards 

on 13 November 2014 and the election of Councillors Rosanna 
Currans (Brent) and Daisy Page (Littlebrook) be noted;  

 
2. That Councillors Mrs Currans and Mrs Page be appointed to serve on 

Cabinet Advisory Panel A; and 

£ 

Bean 961 

Darenth 5,540 

Longfield 1,819 

Southfleet 571 

Stone 20,229 

Sutton at Hone and Hawley 5,006 

Swanscombe and Greenhithe 41,590 

Wilmington 3,796 
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3. That the vacancies on the Committees, Boards, Panels, Outside 

Bodies and Liaison Groups listed in the report as a result of the deaths 
of Councillors John Muckle and Nancy Wightman be filled on the 
nomination of the Shadow Leader and of the Leader of the Council. 

 
150. INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL  

 
The General Assembly of the Council was informed of the outcome of the 
selection process to identify Independent Members to serve on the 
Independent Remuneration Panel. Despite the positions being widely 
advertised only two suitable candidates for appointment had been identified 
but under the Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 
2003 the Independent Remuneration Panel should have a minimum of three 
members. Members were therefore asked to approve the appointment of the 
two people recommended for appointment by the Selection Panel and to note 
the ongoing recruitment process to identify further candidates. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That Mr Rodney Hargrove and Mr Alan Spencer be appointed to the 
Independent Remuneration Panel for the remainder of the Municipal Year 
2014/15, subject to references ; and 
 
2.  That the ongoing process to identify further candidates for appointment to 
the Panel be noted.  
 

151. RE-CONVENING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL  
 
It was moved by Councillor J A Kite, seconded by Councillor A R Lloyd and 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
That in accordance with Standing Order 11 (14) the General Assembly of the 
Council now re-convene. 
 
THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR A S SANDHU MBE IN THE CHAIR 
 

152. RESERVED MINUTES  
 
No Cabinet minutes had been reserved for debate. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.14 pm 
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